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LOPEZ | SLAND

15. Bella Tierra

The 20-acre parcel known as Bella Tierra" was acquired by
the DNR for recreation purposes in 1975, IAC funds derived from
Ref erendum 28 nonies (Boating Access) were used to purchase the
700 feet of waterfront and the wuplands, previously platted for a
33-1ot subdivision. Unlike other DNR lands in the County, this
parcel, as well as Center Island and Giffin Bay, have no
i ncone- generati ng requirenments. They are managed as a public

trust for recreational purposes only. This property is one of
the few DNR parcels in the County with both road and water
access.

This property fronts Mlitary Road and provides access to
public tidelands consisting of sandy beach extending for over
two mles from the end of Mlitary Road to beyond dlin Park.
The beach offers opportunities for picnicking, walking,
beachconbing, etc., as well as boating access. The beach and
the open area extending from the beach berm to the rise of the
upl ands provide wonderful views of Shaw and Orcas |Islands. Once
a honestead, the clearings still support wunkenpt fruit trees and
donmestic garden flowers gone wld. The area was known as
"Secret Garden" and used for picnics by locals long before
Nel son's Plat of Flat Point. Wwen DNR acquired the property, the

deteriorated old farnhouse still stood, but was burned down in
conjunction with the local fire departnent as a practice
exerci se. The productive cased well for the house remmins in

the clearing.

To the west of this parcel is Nelson's Plat of Flat Point.
The archaeological site, a large shell mdden, listed on DNR
inventory sheets for this site is in the mddle of Flat Point
surrounded by houses. Across Mlitary Road are open pastures in
Agricultural Open Space. To the east are parcels of |large
wat erfront acreage. The DNR parcel is designated Conservancy in

the Comp Plan while adjacent properties are designated R-5.

Residents of the Flat Point subdivision are naturally

concerned about the potential inpacts of visitors on the

adj acent | andowners. Fire, trespass, traffic, noise and garbage
have all been nentioned as concerns. Another area of potential
conflict is public use of public tidelands in front of private
resi dences. Sone |andowners at Flat Point indicated they would
be agreeable to a nmarine park since that was what DNR purchased
the property for. They indicated that access from the water
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only, with no pedestrian access would be preferable. They al so
expressed concern about the smallness of site, the lack of
controls and the potential fire hazards.

The recreational potential of this site depends on the
| evel of local concerns as well as the conpatability of any
proposal wth existing and prospective land uses in the area.
Uses could range from a passive, day-use only park with limted
access and inprovenents, to an intensively developed overnight
primtive canp for the boating, bicycling and the notoring

publi c. One proposal suggested nmanagenent of Qdlin Park and
Bella Tierra as one recreational wunit. Developnent of the site
for an "appropriate level of recreational wuse" wll depend on

what criteria are used.

To assist DNR in exploring the various options offered by
the site, a class of University of Wshington Landscape
Architecture senior students developed a nunber of alternative
site developnent schenmes during Spring, 1984.

Al ternatives Consi der ed

1) Sell - Some Committee nenbers saw this as a problem parcel,
offering many of the sanme opportunities as the Qlin Park/Qdlin
S.  conpl ex. They believe the recreational purposes should be

moved to Qdlin S From this perspective, Bella Tierra is
surplus property and should never have been bought by DNR It
should be disposed of and not be considered an Qdlin Park 112.
Problens identified included: limted size of the site leads to
problems of keeping the public on public |and; i mpacts on

adj acent owners; duplication of County opportunities when
facilities for wvisitors should be concentrated; and property
held for day-use gets used for overnight canping.

2) Mintain in Public Oamership - OQher Conmmttee nenbers noted
that Bella Tierra and Qdlin Park could be tied together by use
patterns that would allow a loop walk along the beach and County
roads. They noted the wunusual occurrence of a usable beach

"anchored" at both ends by public access. DNR land with both
road and water access is rare in the County. These nenbers
believe feel that Bella Tierra is a priceless asset and should
be saved for public use. Sale or other disposition of the

parcel would be at public expense. These Committee menbers
recormended Kkeeping this parcel in public ownership wth upland
and nmarine access. Limted facilities developnent, possibly for
overni ght canping should be considered. They al so suggested
there should be mnimal site-developnent wth toilets, water and
no autonobile access within sight of the beach. If retained in
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public ownership, the existing Plat of Bella Tierra should be .
vacat ed.

3) Trade - The third alternative identified was to trade this
property for other, better recreational property on Lopez. |Island
farther from Odlin Park. In the interim while no trade

opportunities are present, recreational use O the Site should
be encouraged.

Recomended Al ternative

Keep in public (DNR) ownership and develop as a passive day use

recreation site wth developed fire pits. A parking area should
be provided on Mlitary Road. Except for site nmmintenance and
fire control, no nmotor vehicles should be allowed beyond the
parking |ot. Site planning should provide for the separation of

recreational users from adjacent private property.

Proposed Action Schedul e

Develop site plan for recreational developnent and vacate Plat
of Bella Tierra - 1985.
Recreational site devel opnent- 1986.

Suggested Conprehensive Plan Designation .
conservancy (CQ).
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16. Alin South

The triangular-shaped 106 acres of Trust Land on the
southern border of Qdlin County Park is the npbst accessible of

DNR-managed lands in San Juan County. Located approxi mately
one-half mile from the ferry landing, the eastern boundary of
this parcel is formed by Ferry Road. The productive Bow silt
loam soils are relatively flat, trending upward in an east to
west slope, rising from 40 to 100 feet. A swale, reported to be
an old drainage way for fields to the south, runs in a north to
south direction, bisecting the property. In this low area,

alder is the domnant species. On the remaining land, there is

a relatively even aged stand (65 to 85 years) of Douglas fir,
grand fir and Wstern redcedar, wth residual fire-scarred old
gr owt h. Wllow is domnant along the southern border.

Alin County Park lies directly to the north, on the other
side of a dirt road which provides access to the four honme sites
to the west. Open pasture land to the south is in Agricultural
Open space. This and O her surrounding property is divided into
5 to 20 acres ownerships. Across the County road is a small
private airfield. The County Conprehensive Plan designates
this property as conservancy (C15). Land to the south and east
is RTA-15 and to the west is R-5.

In 1980, DNR proposed a narked tree tinber sale on 78 acres
of this parcel called "Airport Partial Cut." At the prices
then current, this sale was valued at a mninum bid of $70,000
for approximately 475 thousand board feet of tinber.

Approxi mately 40 percent of the volunme of tinmber in the stand

was marked with blue paint for renoval. Residual old growh
trees with no commercial value were purposefully left as

wildlife habitat trees. The sale proposal included construction
of 1,100 feet of permanent forest nanagenent road. Any sl ash

di sposal on this property could probably be best acconplished by
opening the wunit to firewod gatherers after [|ogging operations

are conpl et ed. DNR foresters estimate that this is a
productive site for long-term sustained yield forestry
i nvest ment s. This sale has been approved by the Board of

Natural Resources for public auction but has not been offered
for bid until the relationship of County Conprehensive Plan
designation and the requirements of the Forest Practices Act
have been resolved. There appears to have been no negative
public comrent to the proposal.

This property is included in an Archeological Reserve because
it is within one-fourth nmle of a site on the shoreline of dlin
Par k. There are no indications of a site on DNR land. There are
also no indications of eagle or osprey nest sites or any rare or
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endangered plants. A drilled well on the north boundary of the
property is of unknown capacity. In the past, the Washington
State Ferry System as well as private devel opers have shown
interest in leasing the water rights for this well. The Lopez
Chanber of Commerce has indicated an interest in |easing part of
the property along the County road as a visitors' information

ar ea.

Al ternatives Consi der ed

1) Denonstration Forest Managenent - Committee nenbers, DNR and
County staff recognized the benefits of mintaining this land in
f orest producti on. The flat topography, productive soils,
second growmh forest and ease of access meke this one of the
best DNR parcels for forest managenent in the County. 1In
addi ti on, because of the closeness to the ferry landing and the
visibility of the site along the County road, this parcel
offers an extraordinary opportunity for a Denobnstration Forest
with a high conmponent of Environnmental Education. A Miltiple
Use Forest Managenent Plan should be developed by DNR foresters
in consultation with the conmunity.

2) Seed Ochard Site — Cosely related to Aternative 1 was a
DNR forester's idea to use this site as a seed orchard for the
production of conifer seed for use on other DNR lands in Wstern
Washi ngton, including San Juan County. The well on the property
woul d provide the necessary water, especially during the dry
summer  nont hs. More inportantly, the "neutral"™ climatic
conditions provide a relatively stress-free growing environment
for young seedlings.

3) Coordinate Activities with the County Park - Under this
option, DNR and the County would look at both sites
collectively, along with the public nmean high water tidel ands
that extend from Upright Head to Flat Point. Trails from lin
Park would extend into the Trust Land in a coordinated

interpretive and recreational trail system that would include
informati on about both the nanaged and unmanaged forest. In
essence, alin Park would be expanded by over 100 acres. Day -
use recreation would be encouraged except during those
relatively rare periods when active logging was going on. Al'l

recreational devel opnent should be ninimal expense such as using
skidtrails for hiking and horse trails and enphasizing |ocal
volunteer help for trail building and naintenance. In addition,
if Bella Tierra is kept in public ownership, a trail |oop system
connecting these three sites via County roads and tidelands,
should be developed. A subset of this option would be for the
County to lease or buy the Trust Land for park expansion purposes.

124



4) Lease or Sell Water Rights - If the Seed O-chard concept were

not pursued, the water available from the well could be used for
residential or commercial uses nearby. Any such proposal would
have to conform to County |I|and-use policies. However, if water

or water rights could be sold or |eased, the DNR should get top
dollar especially since this water wuld dramatically increase
the value of the property to which it was supplied. DNR shoul d
definitely receive nore for the benefits of the water rights
from this land than it currently receives from the well at

Cattle Point. Draw down of water should be nonitored to assure
that the well does not exceed its recharge capacity. No nore
water should be sold than can be managed on a sustained yield
basi s. If desired for an exclusive use of whatever sort, then
a |lease should be required.

5. Possible Honesites - Under the current Conprehensive Plan
desi gnation, seven honesites could be allowed on this parcel.
Twenty-one honesites would be allowed if the property were

designated l|ike simlar property (R5) to the west. On the
surface, this might appear to be an attractive option in terns
of cash flow. However, there are nmany rural lots available on
Lopez Island that have nore attractive features than this |[|and,
including marine views or waterfront access. This property has
neit her.

Recomended Al ternative

Denonstration Forest Managenment by DNR with special attention to
forestry education. DNR and the County should work toward

devel oping a cooperative nmanagenent plan for recreation and
resource interpretation. DNR land adjacent to Qdlin Park
provides an opportunity for the public to have easy access to
both rmanaged and unmanaged forests.

Proposed Action Schedul e

Devel opnent and approval of Miltiple Use WManagenent Plan - 1985
Timber Sale - 1986.

Suggested Conprehensive Plan Designation

R/ TA-15.
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17. Loper Hill

The 400 acres of Trust Land on Lopez Hill, the highest
point on Lopez Island (535 feet) is also the largest single DNR
parcel in San Juan County. The state ownership ranges from 200

feet to 535 feet in elevation with slopes of up to 20 percent.
The soils are highly productive Roche and Bow loans (Site |ndex
102) and Roche-rock outcrop conplex. Tinmber on the entire site
is a remarkably honogeneous 70-year old fire-succession Douglas
fir forest with |odgepole pine on the rockier sites and

occasi onal i ndi vi dual residual old growh trees. The rock
outcrops form small nbss covered islands with stunted trees in
the midst of the forest. Smal | "potholes" and bogs occur
scattered over the site. No known rare, endangered or

threatened plants or aninmals occur on this property.

The entire eastern boundary of this property, as well as
one-fourth of a mle on the southern boundary, fronts Lopez
Sound Road. To the north and south, adjacent |and has been
placed in Open Space or Designated Forest Land. To the east,
the Cinco Mneros subdivision and 5-acre residential Ilots are
sparsely devel oped. In the Conprehensive Plan, the land to the

north is designated R/ TA 15 and to the south, R-10. The DNR
land is Conservancy (C 10).

DNR proposed a 91-acre nmarked tree thinning in 1981 known
as "Lopez Hill Thinning". Approximately 40 percent of the
volume in the stand would be renpved. Like the "Airport
Thinning" south of Odlin Park, this sale was approved by the
Board of Natural Resources but never put up for public bid. The
m nimum bid was set at $53,000 for 385 MBF (thousand board
feet). The 9l1-acre wunit is laid out parallel to Lopez Sound
Road on the east side of the property. Approximately 1,500 feet
of new road would be constructed, running east to west, one-

fourth mle from the south east corner of the property. Fut ure
tinmber sales would extend this road system as part of the |ong
range nanagenent plan. In ternms of access, size and quality of
tinmber, this is probably the nobst manageable piece of DNR forest
land in the County. As stated in the Recommendations for
Criteria for Future Acquisition, some of the land adjacent to
the Lopez Hill parcel would be very desirable to obtain for

forest managenent  purposes.

Two nmmjor concerns heard by the Committee in public
wor kshops and in witten testinony regarded hunting and forest

practices on Lopez Hill. As noted in the Recreational Policy
Section, concerns about hunting on DNR land involved people
nearly being shot at Shark Reef. Simlar concerns were

expressed about the danger of people being hit if Lopez H Il
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were available for hunting since it is wthin one-half nile of

Lopez School and a lot of livestock is pastured nearby. O her
Committee nenbers indicated that Lopez Hill was one of the best
deer hunting areas on the island. In addition, with the
initiation of forest nmnagenent and resulting openings and
availability of browse, the deer population wll probably

i ncrease.

Concerns about forest practices focused on watershed and

forest conservation val ues. It was noted that the best
producing well on the island is nearby, 130 feet deep, and punps
30 gal/minute (see Water Supply). Residents indicated they

were in favor of good forest practices but were concerned about
erosion, particularly from logging with tractors on steep

sl opes. O her issues raised involved supervision of slash

di sposal and the need to pile slash in forest clearings rather
than beside the road. People indicated that firewod gathering
opportunities from slash disposal would be a welcone situation
and should be advertised widely on the island. Good clean-up by

this nethod would also mnimze the need to burn slash and
resi dual mat eri al .

A final concern was that a visual buffer be provided along
roads and that tinber sales be designed to mnininize visual
i mpacts. The flat slopes on the north side of this site and the
fact that the treeline visible from the road is on private |and
mninzes this concern if <clearcutting were ever considered.

Along Lopez Sound Road, the marked tree harvest sale wll nake
the stand appear nore open and "parklike." Buffers should not
be necessary to conserve the visual integrity of the road. On

the steeper slopes, the difficulty of regeneration due to rocky
soils and summer drought should preclude clearcutting as a cost
effective harvest system for sustained vyield forest managenent.
Selection cutting and shelterwod harvest systens should be
considered on these sl opes.

Two other possibilities were presented for the use of the
Lopez Hill Trust Land: grazing and primtive housing. Bot h of
these issues are addressed in the Policies Section. On this
site, and on other forest nmanagenent sites for which a Miltiple
Use Plan should be developed by DNR the Conmittee believes the
departnment should consider and try to consunmate as many
different types of |eases as possible. Second and third |evel
incone streanms from these lands are a feasible prospect.

Local walkers indicated the need for a hiking trail to
Lopez Summit where, wth sone careful cutting, spectacular
views of the San Juans would be possible. Hiking trails in the

context of forest nmanagenent with a mnmininmm of signing and
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interpretive nmaterials were seen as an appropriate |evel of

public wuse. The Superintendent of Schools for Lopez Island
communi cated to the Committee his desire to incorporate the
Lopez Hill School Trust Lands into the curriculum for the school
di strict.

Al ternatives Consi der ed

1) Forest Managenent - As per the discussion for Gdlin South,
this option would keep the land in forestry uses, generating
prudent inconmes via tinmber sales and other nultiple uses, sone
of which could produce incone. The Lopez School District has
al so expressed an interest in wusing this site for environnental
and natural resources education (see letter in Appendix).

2) Trade or Sell - This property is the largest and nost
manageable of the DNR land in San Juan County. Concei vabl y,
however, there night be greater value in selling the property
for land elsewhere, but this would defeat a fundanmental prenise
of this planning project. It is desirable to have DNR continue
| and managenent in the county.

3) Lease - At least tw |ease options were suggested: sheep

grazing and wlderness house sites. Both of these uses are
conpatible wth, and conplenentary to, forest nmanagenent.

Recommended Al ternative

Forest Managenent with a Miltiple Use Plan. Lopez Hill is a
possible site for expanding acreage as part of island |and
exchanges. Public uses should be linited by mninmal site

devel opnent . This wll also mnimze nmaintenance and operations
costs. A curriculum about resource managenment and the
relationship of the School Trust Lands to school construction
and education should be developed by the local district, DNR and
other interested parties.

Proposed Action Schedul e

Approve Miltiple Use Managenent Plan - 1985.
Timber Sale (90 acre narked tree harvest) - 1985.

Suggested Conprehensive Plan Designation

R/ TA- 15.
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18. Chadwick Hill

The 120-acre parcel of forested Trust Land on the north

facing slope of Chadwick Hi Il has been in state ownership since
1889. The L-shaped property at the southeastern corner of Lopez
Island rises from about 100 to over 400 feet, with the southern
boundary Iying just north of the sunmmt. Sl opes range from O
up to 40 percent. Approximately one-half of the acreage is
productive Everett and Roche gravelly loam (Index 102). The

forest cover is predoninantly second growh Douglas fir,

al though sonme portions of the stand are as old as 145 years
while other section are only 45 years old. Bel ow the 300-f oot
contour, on flatter ground, there is harvest age tinber. Above
this contour, the ground becones nuch rockier and |ess
productive wth Douglas fir yielding to |odgepole pine. W t h
the forest protected by topography from the w nter southeast
wind, there is little blowdown. The soils, stand age and wi nd
firmness allow the forester to consider various selection
harvest and shelterwood silvicultural systens.

Local residents indicate that an early settler, M.

Anderson, burned nuch of the hill between 1870 and 1880, |eaving
many snags and stunps. Piling poles were harvested from the
east side of the land in 1910. The rocky area above the 300-

foot contour was considered as as one conponent of the Point
Colville ecological system in the 1982 Bureau of Land Managenent
(BLM study.

Just north of the northeast corner of site, an eagle nest
has been located on Tel egraph Bay. In 1980, the nest was
reported to be in "deteriorated condition". The nunerous fire
snags, the nmixed age-classes and species, proximty to
saltwater, the cliff face at Wtnough Bay and the associated
wetlands all provide an excellent wldlife habitat.

At the present tine, there is no legal access to this
property. Cape St. Mary Road is the closest County right of
way. A neighboring property owner has offered to grant an
easenent for adninistrative purposes so that DNR mamy harvest
some tinber from the property. There are sone trails on the
property built by neighborhood notorcyclists and sone |ocal
residents report that the hill is a choice area for deer
hunting. All trails were built by local notorcyclists.

Property to the west has been placed in Designated Forest
Land (DFL) and are in 10- to 40-acre parcels to the west and
sout h. The shoreline, on the step eastern flank of the hill, is
in 2- to 5-acre divisions. In the Conprehensive Plan, the
property is designated C 10 and the surrounding property is R-
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10. If any property were available on the northern side O
this parcel, it would be desirable to obtain, both for access
from Cape St. Mary Road and also because the soils are
productive for sustained yield forest nmanagenent.

Al ternatives Consi der ed

The alternatives are the same as for Lopez H Il wth the
exception of the need to acquire access. The priority is to
obtain access for adnministrative purposes to harvest tinber

under the provisions of a Miltiple Use plan. A permanent public

easenent should be acquired.

Recommended Al ternative

Limted access forest nmanagenent with no facilities and a

nm ni mum of signing. Acquire adjacent productive forest land if
it becones available to expand the size of the site and provide
public access benefits. In the context of the Miltiple-Use
Managenent Plan for this parcel, managenment activities should be
deferred on the southern 1/3 of this property (above the 300-
foot contour). This would provide an opportunity for the DNR

the San Juan Preservation Trust and other interested parties to
further define the ecological boundaries of the Witnmough

Bay/ Point Colville area as defined in the ALM report. Thi's

eval uation should be developed in consultation wth all
interested parties and included in the block nmanagement plan for
this property.

Proposed Action Schedul e

Acquire access - 1986.
Tinber Sale - 1989.

Suggested Conprehensive Plan Designation

R/ TA- 15.
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19. lceberg Point

The 20.4-acre DNR parcel is a narrow strip of grass |and
and rock outcrop headlands adjacent to a 70-acre Lighthouse
Reserve managed by the Bureau of Land Mnagenment (BLM, U S
Departnent of the Interior. The County has designated Iceberg
Point as "Natural" in both the Shorelines Mster Program and in
the Conprehensive Plan. Adj acent property is divided into large
bl ock ownerships of 20 to 40 acres, sonme in Designated Forest
Land.

The properties offer extraordinary vistas of the coast of
Lopez Island, the Strait of Juan de Fuca, Widbey Island the
A ynpic Muntains and parts of San Juan |Island. In addition to
the panoramc scenery, the grass lands and the adjacent forest
have been identified by scientists working with the Departnent
of the Interior and with the Nature Conservancy as having
i mportant ecological values associated with the relationship of
dry, south facing grass lands and the coniferous forest. Whi | e
the grass lands have been inpacted by sheep grazing in the past,
with the associated invasion of nonnative grasses, and the
forest have been subjected to sonme harvesting activities, the
relationship of these two distinct natural systens to each other

(the ecotone) has remnined essentially unchanged. The [|ack of
whol esale alteration to the stte led sonme to say that it |ooks
as it did when the first people cane to Lopez. Despite subtle
changes over the years, in the springtine |ceberg Point still
provides an extraordinary display of native San Juan |slands

wi | df | ower s. During those years when reef-netting for salnon
was a far nore intensive fishery than at present, island

Famlies would drive out to Iceberg Point to watch their fathers
and brothers catch the abundant sal non.

The Coast @Quard currently has a lease on the |Iighthouse
site. The Friday Harbor Marine Labs have signed a Menorandum of
Understanding with BLM to use the site as a research and
educati onal area. The rocky tidelands, flooded by the nutrient
rich waters of the Strait, have not been subjected to random
specinen collection and provide an inportant area for research
pur poses.

The Bureau of Land Managenent has placed Its |and at
Iceberg Point in the Area of Critical Environnmental Concern

(ACEC) designation, indicating a long-term conmtnment on the
part of BmMmto manage the area as a Natural Area, primarily for
research, education and passive, |owkey recreational use wth
no facilities or structures. The site is also identified as a
Critical Flora Area by the Coastal Zone Mnagenent Atlas. A
managenent plan wll be developed by BLM Department of the
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Interior biologists during the next vyear. In order to be
declared an ACEC, the site nust go through a designation process
with full public notification in the Federal Register. Any
proposed change in status from the ACEC designation requires

full disclosure through the National Environnental Policy Act
(NEPA) with its requirenents for public notification,
participation and environnental assessnent.

Before 1976, the only nechanism available to protect RLM
land for environnental purposes was a" official wthdrawal.
However, this nechanism would preclude the public or even
adj acent landowners from entering the property. Wth new
regul ations passed by Congress in 1976, BLM can designate | ands
as Areas of Critical Environnental Concern, and develop
managenent plans nore conpatible wth current use patterns but

that also wll not increase those use patterns. For mal
designation of Iceberg Point should occur wthin the next vyear
according to BLM officials. One fear voiced by island residents
was of BLM selling this property as part of the Federal Asset
Managenent  Program However, |lands designated as ACEC are

exenpt from this program and are never proposed for disposal.

At the present tine, neither the DNR nor the BLM site have
public access. However, while Mackay Harbor Road seens to end
just beyond the Agate Beach County Park, prelimnary indications
from the County Public Wrks Departrment confirm statenents
presented by Lopez Island residents that the County nmintained
this road for the reef-netters and their fanilies. The Coast
GQuard and the Friday Harbor Marine Labs have access to this site
through the gate now placed on private property. It is the
Committee's understanding that the present gate was installed
shortly after a Seattle mnmgazine published a story advertising
the virtues of |Iceberg Point as a bicyclists' picnic spot.

Soon, tour buses began to visit the area from Seattle. Mor e
recently, neighbors have conplained about groups of 20 to 30
overni ght canpers who have left garbage and untended fires.

The perception of neighboring property owners is that
Iceberg Point is being seriously deteriorated by uncontrolled
and thoughtl ess use. The type of access should consider the
fragility of site. The neighbors' great fear is wldfire caused
by carel essness. Adj acent property owners report yearly
epi sodes of putting out canpfires left by careless boaters or
canpers on the grass |ands. The arid southeast w nds conbined
with the dry grass provide anple fuel for a fire that could
quickly reach the crowns of the pitchy, wnd-pruned fir trees

and devastate the forest and adjacent houses. Nei ghbor s
speaking at the comunity meeting indicated that limted access
for fire control purpose was needed and desired. However, they
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also were of the opinion that the area for notorized access, .
except for energency vehicles, should not be extended any

farther than necessary. Residents also indicated that

notorcycles should be prohibited from the area.

The Conmittee recomends that the following steps be taken
before any decision is nade about the disposition of Iceberg
Point. A thorough site review of the DNR and BLM l|land should be
conducted by professional scientists (see Fonda, 1981). Furt her
investigation may be necessary. A Conprehensive Managenent Pl an
should be developed which considers vehicular access to a
vantage point, fire access and pedestrian access as part of the
site planning as well as conpatible uses and nmanagenent polices.
In addition, the potential problens associated wth the
devel opnent of adjacent private lands needs to be considered.
An aggressive cooperative effort should be nade by BLM DNR and
San Juan County to stabilize long-term adjacent |and uses by
wor ki ng cooperatively and closely wth |andowners to apprise
them of the wunique resources of the adjacent property and to
develop long-term strategies to protect those values. The
possibility (and feasibility of public purchase of these |ands
should also be included in this study.

Whi chever agency or agencies ultimately controls |ceberg
Point, the following Recomended Managenent CGuidelines are
suggested to protect the resources of this unique area and nake
them accessible to the public wunder strictly controlled and .
noni tored circunmstances:

1) Supervision is Critical - Sone form of patrol,
caretaker or nonitoring isS necessary. Monitoring and
control by neighbors in conjunction with DNR and the
County Sheriff would be one possibility. Monitoring

could be acconplished by working with 1labs, |ocal
people, etc. to work as stewards. There may be a need
for full-time sumer patrol.

2) Cose Site after Sunset - Dawn to dusk use only.

3) Locked Gate - No wunauthorized notorized use.

4) Elimnate or Regulate Beach Fires - (A two- to five- year
| earning process).
5) Cose During Hgh Fire Hazard and W I dflower Season.

6) Preserve Status - Either through a Federal or state
program

7) Public Access - Public access should be a pedestrian
trail, in conjunction with the interpretive and

educational uses of the area. |If possible, wthin the
constraints of prohibiting public vehicular access,
handi capped access would also be desirable. |If
degradation occurs, walk-in access should be curtailed.
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8) Access for Fire Vehicles is required.

Al ternative Consi der ed

1) Conservancy/Preservation in Public Oawership - This
alternative would keep the property in public ownership as a |ow
key interpretive, educational and scientific site. Super vi sed

or controlled access would be necessary. Negoti ations woul d

have to be pursued to acquire a trail easenent for foot access
only for controlled public access.

2) Purchase by Adjacent Omers - Under this option, adjacent

| andowners would purchase the land to use as a private reserve
in much the sane manner as it is currently available to them
Provisions for conservation of critical resources should be part

of any transfer of property (see Trade Section). Dependi ng upon
the purchaser, this option would possibly place public access
and use in jeopardy. Wiile the "Natural" designation would Ilimt

and constrain building a home on the grass lands or just inside
the treeline, this would be a distinct possibility under private
owner shi p.

3) Joint Mnagenment with BLM - From the perspective of two
different agencies nanaging adjacent property for the sane

purposes. it would make sense to reach some kind of accord or
understanding that |Ieft mnmanagenent for both parcels in the hands
of one agency or the other. In this case, the ACEC designation

from BLM closely approximates the DNR Natural Areas Preserve
function. Either DNR or BLM could be the lead agency in
managenent of this site.

4) Trade with BLM - Another <closely linked possibility is that
DNR and BLM would trade Land in San Juan County to create better

adm ni strative units. Currently, BLM is trying to trade sone of
its westside forest land to DNR for east side grazing | ands.
In the case of San Juan County, it mght be possible to trade

Iceberg Point for the BLM land near Point Lawence. This
possibility should be explored to the fullest extent possible.

Recomended Al ternative

Preservation for public educational and scientific use of this
site should be a priority when DNR inmplenments its nanagenent

plan for the San Juan Islands Trust Lands. I ceberg Point is
both a local (Lopez Island) and regional (Washington) |[|andnark.
In conjunction wth preservation efforts, the potential problens
associated with developnment of adjacent private lands needs to
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be <considered. If this site qualifies, it should be considered .
as a Natural Area Preserve and/or Heritage w thdrawal until

funds can be found to permanently set this |and aside.

Alternatively, a Conservancy |ease or purchase should be pursued

to hold this property in public ownership with limted,

controlled access.

Proposed Action Schedul e

Begin negotiations for access and preservation - 1985.

Suggested Conprehensive Plan Designation

Conservancy (O.
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20. Shark Reef

The 39 acres of Trust Land known as Shark Reef is
considered by Lopez Islanders to be "sacred ground” where
weddi ngs, wakes and other deeply personal events have taken
pl ace. There is easy access from the County road along a trail
that begins at the southeast end of the property and heads west
to a series of grassy bluffs overlooking the dramatically sw ft

currents of San Juan Channel. Cattle Point and the tinbered
slopes of M. Finlayson and Anerican Canp are visible across the
channel, as well as the houses at Cape San Juan and the east

shore of San Juan |sl and.

The predom nant use of the site is by walkers, who have

created an informal system of trails over the years. Most of
the use of the property is concentrated along the grassy bluffs
and shel ves. The site has the potential to be seriously and
adversely affected from overuse, especially the grass/rock and
noss transition zone between the forest and the tidel ands. The
remaining parts of the site are covered with a dense understory
of shrubs that discourages casual exploration. The | ocal

sheriff has reported putting out nunmerous untended fires during
the past three years. The incidence of such fires has increased

with the publicity about the reservation of this land as a
preserve.

Large old growh Douglas fir are scattered throughout the
area, many wth broken crowns; all show fire scars. Sone areas
have younger Douglas fir approximtely 100 years old and there
are sonme large grand fir on the wetter areas which average 65 to

75 years old. There are two or three eagle nests on DNR |and
close to the northern boundary within the King' s Point

subdi vi si on. The many snags have nunerous holes indicating the
presence of cavity dwelling birds. Nei ghbors also report an

otter's den on the property.

Shark Reef has 1,330 feet of steep rocky |edge waterfront.
Public tidelands extend to the north and south for a total of
13,965 feet. The Shoreline Master Program designates the 1,330
feet as "Natural" and other shorelines to the north and south as
"Conservancy." The Conprehensive Plan designates this parcel as
Conservancy-5. Directly north is the King's Point Subdivision
and to the south are Ilarge undevel oped tracts. Across the road
to the east are 2 1/2 and 5-acre |lots.

In 1981, because of |ocal concerns about proposed DNR
recreational developnent (selective logging of a portion of the
39 acres in order to build toilets, access road, parking |ots,
etc.), the DNR and Lopez citizens reached an accord. DNR
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20. SHARK REEF and 21. SHARK REEF ROAD

P kit NI
b et

Airport |,
v n

)

I

#T{""D !
: @\\ f l}/,ﬁ\

140



conbined the value of other wunder-utilized recreational |eases
around the state into a lunmp sum |ease paynent for Shark Reef.
As a result of this 50-year |AC Recreation Lease, the property
has no income-producing requirenents for the next 50 vyears.

The San Juan County Park Board and the |Interagency
Committee for Qutdoor Recreation (IAC), wth approval of the
County Conmi ssioners, agreed in 1982 to install parking, sani-
cans and to inprove the trail to the waterfront. Evi dent | vy,
there is nmoney in this year's Park Budget to neet the County's
obl i gations. During the summer of 1984, the County and DNR have
made arrangenents for pit toilets and the other lowintensity
devel opnents to be installed during the following year (1985) in
conjunction with the formalization of the trail system DNR
recreational planners are working closely with the County to
assist in creating a mininum inmpact, passive day-use recreation
and Natural Area.

Al ternatives Consi der ed

This site was recently leased for 50 years from the Conmon
School Trust by use of IAC funds for recreation and preservation
pur poses. Therefore, the Conmittee did not consider
alternatives for use of the property. However, there was
consensus that ways need to be considered to provide perpetual
protection to Shark Reef (beyond the current |ease period).

Recomended Al ternative

San Juan County and the Departnment of Natural Resources should
continue their cooperative efforts to provide suitable passive
day-use public recreational facilities for the Shark Reef
Recreation/ Preserve site. The area should be carefully
monitored to ensure that any damage to the site is wthin
acceptable Linits.

Proposed Action Schedul e

Conplete <controlled access, passive recreational site
devel opnent - 1985.

Suggested Conprehensive Plan Designhation

Conservancy (QO).
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21. Shark Reef Road

This 40-acre parcel on Shark Reef Road, north of the
Shark Reef recreation area. has approxinmately one-fourth mle
of road frontage and is nearly flat. The southeast corner
of the property has a year-round boggy area that drains into

adjacent farm fields. The nost proninent feature on this
parcel is the domnance of nmature Lodgepole pine, sone as

Large as 24-inch DBH (dianeter at breast height). M xed anong
these large pines are residual old growmh Douglas fir, all of
which show evidence of fire scarring. DNR inventory sheets
indicate that this is a poor site for forestry. More recent

soils maps, on the other hand, reveal that the dom nant soil
is Roche stony |oam and Roche gravelly loam hoth very

productive forest soils (Site Index 102). The eastern portion
of the site has luxuriant salal cover, in sone places as high
as 7 feet.

Land to the east and northeast is cleared pasture in
Agricultural Open Space and to the south is divided into 2

1/ 2—-acre parcels. Property across the road is divided into
four parcels, each extending to the San Juan Channel
shoreli ne. In addition to the paved County road, there is a

dirt road on the northern boundary of the property. The
property is designated C5 in the Conprehensive Plan.
Agricultural Land to the east is R TA 15. Ot her  surroundi ng
| ands are R-5. This and surrounding properties are in the
flight path of the Port of Lopez airfield.

Local residents testified at the Comrittee's public

wor kshops that the property was uncontroversial in terns of
prospective use. For est managenent, |ow density residential
uses or agricultural activities would all be acceptable.

However, condomi nium or comercial developnent was not
perceived to be appropriate use of this property.

Al ternatives Consi der ed

1) Forest Managenent - A nunber of different options were

di scussed under a forest nmanagenent regine. These options
ranged from treating the 40 acres as a firewood/ cordwood | ot

to growing Christnmas trees to a using it as a research site.
What ever type of forest nmanagenent might be proposed, firewood
would be available as a by-product. CGeneral ly, however,
firewood is a |lower value product per acre than saw ogs. Many
guestions were raised about the viability of growing Christnas
trees on an island (particularly regarding transportation
costs). And research, while an interesting possibility,
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requires a site large enough to be sufficiently buffered from
external vari abl es.

Adj acent residents indicated that it would be better to
clearcut the site and replant than for housing to go in there.
DNR foresters were concerned that the Low value of rmuch of the
standing tinber and the necessary site preparation costs to
return the ground to a healthy Douglas fir forest could not be

repaid by the predoninantly |odgepole pine stand. However, a
selective harvest that did not involve replanting and site
preparation costs mght prove financially viable. This m ght
be an especially appropriate site for the "small portable
mll" option, whereby the pine could be cut on the property

and used on Lopez and the other islands.

2) Trade or Sell - The marginal value of this parcel for
forestry, availability of road access and power and telephone
Lines, and its potential value as honesites, conbined with a
| ack of perceivable general public benefits or anenities,
argued for an eventual trade or sale of the property. Any
such disposition should be acconpanied by a commtnent to

rei nvest elsewhere in the islands if land is sold or traded.

3) Commercial Developnent or Condominiuns - This would be the
worst use proposal from the local point of view Even if the
property were designated as simlar land (R-5), conmercial
uses would not be permtted. While cluster housing mght be
allowed, if water and septic capacity could be proven, design

standards would require dedicated buffers, green space and
other anenities to nmake the proposal conpatible wth existing
uses.

4) Limted Residential - Local testinony indicated the site
would not be conducive to snmall |ot subdivision, but wuld be
appropriate for low density housing (one unit per 5-10 acres).
Eventually, this mnight be an appropriate use for this |and.

5) Lease for Primtive Cabin Sites - Ease of access, proximty
to the Shark Reef recreation and natural area, nmarginal value
of the standing tinber and other factors mght nmake this an
attractive site for the "wlderness housing" concept described
in the Policies Section.
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Recomended Al ternative

For est Managenent .

Proposed Action Schedul e

Tinber Sale - 1989.

Suggest ed Conpr ehensi ve

Pl an

Desi gnati on

R/ TA-15.
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SHAW | SLAND

22. Shaw | sl and

The [landl ocked, triangular-shaped 30.1-acre tract of Trust
Land on Shaw Island is a relatively undisturbed forest wth a
heavy conponent of Wstern redcedar as well as Douglas fir and

white fir. Part of the former MIlitary Reserve, the property has
not been logged or entered for conmercial purposes in at |east 75
years. The site is covered with Bow gravelly |oam and Bow stony
silt loam the same productive forest soil (SI 94), found at
Alin S Because of the high water table and shallow soils, the
parcel has had nuch bl owdown. A mgjority of the cedar appeared

to be affected by boring worns that markedly dimnish the
commercial value of the tinber.

The site is regularly used by eagles. Directly north is a
marsh where local residents report seeing as many as 20 eagles at
one tinme during the fall. There is also a reported nest site 700
to 800 feet north of DNR land, as well as an eagle nest directly
east, on the coast. DNR and the Departnment of Gane inventories
al so show an osprey nest on or near the north border of site.

This nest produced one osprey in 1983.

Property to the west and north of this parcel is in one
large ownership, all of which has been selectively harvested and
is in Designated Forest Land (DFL) status. Property to the south
is an undivided 40 acres and to the east are three waterfront
| ots. The Conprehensive Plan designates the DNR land and
surrounding land as R-5.

As with many other DNR parcels in the County, the Ilack of
access to this property seriously constrains short and perhaps

| ong-term nmanagenent opti ons. Public testinony received at a
wor kshop on Shaw Island revealed an intense interest in the
property by adjacent and nearby property owners, but little

interest by the other residents of Shaw Island.

Al ternatives Consi der ed

1) Forest Managenent - Testinony received at the W rkshop on Shaw
revealed that a mpjority of |andowners on Shaw would have no
problens with logging, if it was carefully done, wth provision
for cleaning up logging slash and debris. Careful logging would
be acceptable. Some believed that if tinber nmanagenent was

possi ble, then it should be pursued. Timng of any harvest should
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22. SHAW ISLAND
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be planned to protect ospreys and eagles. An additional concern
was the effect of logging on the water table and inpacts on
near by properties.

One serious constraint to forest mnmmnagenent is the lack of

access. Currently, if a tinber sale were offered on this
property, only one local I|ogger would have access because of his
relations with the adjacent owner. Under these conditions, a
state tinmber sale could not be put up for bid without public
access for prospective bidders. This situation could be
temporarily resolved if an administrative access could be

acquired for forest nanagenent. An additional constraint for DNR
would be the relatively high survey costs for this odd-shaped
parcel. Finally, many Conmittee nenbers believed that this parcel

was not large enough for DNR to nmnage for forestry in the |ong-
term

2) Subdivision (or sale for developnent) - The property might be
of interest or value to adjacent owners to increase the size of
their hol di ngs. However, the high water table, lack of access

and lack of view or other anenities argued against this approach.

3) Purchase by the Community - It was suggested that the
residents of Shaw Island could create a nunicipal corporation
such as a Shaw Island Trust Land District to acquire the land for

public use and as a preserve. Committee nenbers pointed out to
Shaw residents that this was an opportunity for local initiative
- a "pre-enptive strike," if there is presently a favorable

at nosphere of conmmunity interest. However, there appeared to be
little or no interest in the Shaw conmmunity generally for
acquisition as a preserve.

4) Trade or Sell - Sone adjacent owners suggested acquisition of
the property as a private Conservancy preserve, since it had seen
little disturbance during the past 75 years. This could be

acconplished by a trade or sale to these interested parties.
However, a sale would involve open bidding in which the presently
interested parties mght not be the ultinmate owners.

5) Moratorium - There has been sonme interest expressed in
preserving this property in perpetuity as a "nmuseum piece"
simlar to Cady Muntain and Cornorant Bay. A noratorium would

allow Shaw Island or county interests, such as a land trust, the
opportunity to develop a funding package for this property. An
alternative for these groups to consider would be to |ease the
property on a yearly basis or for a lunp sum paynent for a |onger
peri od.
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Recomended Al ternative

Trade or Sale - Acquisition of the property for
Conservancy/ Preservation purposes was seen as the best wuse, iif it
could be arranged. If trade or sale is not likely or possible,

then forest nmanagenment would be an acceptable activity.

Proposed Action Schedul e

Begin negotiations for access and exchange or sale in 1985.
Timber sale in 1990 if exchanges are not possible.

Suggested Conprehensive Plan Designation

Rural (R-5).
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BLAKELY | SLAND

23/ 24. East Bl akely and Thatcher

The two parcels of Trust Land on Blakely Island are East
Bl akely (225 acres) and Thatcher (6 acres). The |arger parcel
was fornerly a federal Lighthouse Reserve while the smaller
parcel was traded in 1975 for tidelands that are now part of the
Mari na. As a result, the 6-acre parcel is listed as "second
class tideland". The majority of Blakely Island is owned or
controlled by one |andower who has donated approximtely 1,000
acres to Seattle Pacific University as an ecological reserve and
has also given the university the power to review and deny any
application for access or right of way across the ownerships
i nvol ved, thus severely Ilimting future uses of other upland
ownershi ps which have water access.

Both sites are covered with dense conifer on Pickett Rock
outcrop soils. The eastern site is predonminantly Douglas fir
ranging in age from 150 to 160 years old with sone |odgepole pine
and residual old growmh fir. The Thatcher site is nostly Douglas
fir. Both sites are very steep, rising abruptly from the beach
at slopes of up to 90 percent.

There are approximately 20 eagle nest sites on the island.
Two are located on the East parcel and one is located just south

of the sane parcel. Departnent of Gane biologists indicate that
the entire east coast of is prinme captor habitat for eagles,
hawks and fal cons. It is a very critical area for species

mai nt enance.

The eastern parcel has 10,400 feet of waterfront designated
Natural in the SMP. Thatcher has 1,535 feet of waterfront
desi gnated Conservancy. Both parcels are designated Rural in the
Conpr ehensi ve Pl an.

Al ternatives Consi der ed

1) Forest Managenent - These sites are both too steep to log wth
the type of equipnment available in the islands. In addition,
there are problens associated with access, as well as the

negative inplication of harvesting very marginal tinber on slopes
and soils that do not nmeet the DNR criteria for regenerating a
forest crop in 60 years. In addition to restriction on

harvesting near the shoreline in the SWMP, there are significant
concerns about the aesthetic inpact of [|ogging these areas

because of their high visibility from the ferry.
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23. EAST BLAKELY
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24. THATCHER
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2) Preserve Status - Keeping both properties in their present
status doesn't neet the DNR Trust obligations. However, t he
Committee concluded it would be desirable, if possible, to
conserve the property by private neans as a wldlife and

ecol ogi cal reserve, in conjunction with the other reserves on the
i sl and. Initial contacts with the nmmjor [|andowner involved
indicate that this mght be a very feasible prospect.

Recomended Al ternative

Trade or sell both parcels with the understanding the land would
be wused for Conservancy/ Preservation purposes.

Proposed Action Schedul e

Exchange in 1985.

Suggested Conprehensive Plan Designation

Conservancy (GC5).
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CENTER | SLAND

25. Center |Island

This 4.2-acre parcel on the westside of Center Island was
purchased by the forerunner of the present DNR recreation program
through the 1AC in 1974. The property has no potable water.

Five hundred-twenty nix feet of waterfront provides access to the
public tidelands surrounding the island. The original concept
underlying purchase of the property was that it could act as a
"base canp" for boaters wishing to explore the waters of Lopez
Sound.

A community neeting was held on October 5, 1973 to gather
ideas from the comunity on proposed developrment of the site.
Generally, nenbers of the Center Island Beach Cub did not favor

devel opnent of the property. Concerns raised included vandalism
visitors exploring Center Island from the DNR site, fire,
trespass, water, toilet facilities, length of stay and linmtation

of the visitor season.

Under the law (43.99.100 RCW governing purchase of narine
recreation lands, the property must be used for "public outdoor
recreation.” If the property is proposed to be used for another
purpose, the IAC can consent if "other outdoor recreation [|and of
at least equal fair market value at the tine of change of use and
of nearly as feasible equivalent usefulness and location" wll be
substit ut ed.

Al ternatives Consi der ed

1) Sale or Trade to the Community - The Center Island Community
Cub was suggested as a possibly interested party for the
purchase of this waterfront parcel. However, contact wth a
representative of the comunity association indicated that this
was not a feasible option.

2) Developnent as a Recreational Site - Wile the property was
purchased explicitly for this reason, events since 1973 have not
changed the attitudes of the conmunity. In the neantine, Center
Island has becone npre "suburbanized", and DNR recreation

pl anners are eager to develop a boating access site here.

3) Sell or Trade - Secure the highest bid and use the nonies for
acquisition elsewhere in the County.
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26. CENTER ISLAND
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Recomended Al ternative

Sell or trade and use the funds or value obtained

other boating access land in the San Juan
the southern end of Lopez |Island.

Proposed Action Schedul e

Sale in 1985/ 86. Identification of other
boating access sites.

Suggested Conmprehensive Plan Designation

Rural (R-2).
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