
"GOOD NEWZ #18"  
An online newsletter produced by San Juan County Washington's Solid Waste Division,  
in line with its "Trash to Treasures" project goals to foster sustainability.  
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* Sustainability is when the functions and processes of an ecosystem can be maintained; 
it requires a paradigm shift from out-of-control consumerism back to conservation ethics 
and economics. 
* Sustainability requires widening the scope of our awareness so that we can understand 
fully the "true cost' of every choice we make.  
 

Waste World: Did you know?...The paper industry is the third highest contributor to 
global warming emissions. You can help reduce global warming by choosing to buy only 
post-consumer recycled paper products, including toilet paper and tissues. Did you 
know?...that producing new paper, glass, and metal products from virgin resources uses 
70-90% more energy (and creates an equal amount of pollution) than production from 
recycled materials. BUY RECYCLED! Did you know?...In 200 BC, China made the 
world's first piece of paper from recycled fishing nets. 

.If you can't buy all organic fruits and vegies, http://www.foodnews.org suggests that 
priority produce, those with high pesticide levels, are apples, grapes, cherries, peaches, 
strawberries, celery, spinach, and lettuce.  

THE WORLD COMMUNITY:  
Montreal, Quebec: Delegates from 190 nations gathered for the lst Meeting of the Parties 
to the Kyoto Protocol.  A 5-yr Plan of Action to achieve deeper emission reductions was 
adopted; there were 40 agreements on global strategies to reduce global warming impacts 
that will "set the course for the future." 

Papua New Guinea: Since 1996, Roger Williams Park Zoo has been working in the Huon 
Peninsula to preserve rainforests. Local citizens are educated about their precious natural 
surroundings and have designated portions of their land as no-use zones to create a buffer 
for wildlife. More than 75,000 acres of land have thus far been pledged for conservation 
by participating landowners. The buffer is a safe haven for endangered species and there 
is local pride in conserving the environment for the 
future.http://www.rogerwilliamsparkzoo.org

West Africa: Twelve nations have signed a treaty to stabilize and improve the condition 
of larger populations of elephants within 7 years and to improve conservation of all West 
African elephants within 10 years. 

London, Melbourne, Nairobi, Paris, Tokyo, New York: A newly-formed alliance of 
banking, insurance, and investment interests will direct "trillions" of dollars over the next 
10 years into mainstreaming evolving markets linked to climate change, clean 
technology, and sustainable use of natural resources. The "Principle for Responsible 
Investment" can be found in the UN's "Working Capital Report." 

http://www.foodnews.org/
http://www.rogerwilliamsparkzoo.org/


AMERICAN EFFORTS: New York, NY: GreenOrder was founded in 2000 to help some 
of the world's largest enterprises adopt climate and sustainability initiatives (e.g. 
greenhouse gas and waste reduction programs) that align with their business objectives.  
By maximizing the value of sustainability, the drivers of profitable, healthy growth can 
include environmental excellence, energy innovation, and corporate responsibility. 
Recent clients include Office Depot, Pfizer, the NYC 2012 Olympics bid, GE's 
"ecomagination" program, and Silverstein Properties, which GreenOrder is advising on 
the World Trade Center redevelopment. http://www.greenorder.com

Vashon, WA: Energy independence in 10 years is the goal; community actions so that the 
Island can produce at least as much energy as it consumes is taking place largely though 
the non-profit group, Sustainable Vashon. See http://www.sustainablevashon.org and 
http://www.iere.org/documents/EnergyIndependentCommunities.pdf

Washington is the 12th state in the U.S., and 1st in the West, to fully comply with the 
federal Clean Air Act. EPA standards for ground level ozone, carbon monoxide, and 
particulate matter must be met for 3 yrs. To ensure healthy air quality throughout WA, 
the governor signed a clean car rule so that cars and light trucks sold in the state are the 
cleanest available. 

SUSTAINABLE SAN JUANS eco-bytes: The San Juan Island Green Builders meet once 
a month on San Juan Island, and periodically meet with a larger, county-wide consortium 
of people from the green building trades known as the San Juan Islands Green Building 
Guild. Anyone interested in local green building practices is welcome to attend. For 
information, contact Lori Larkin at the San Juan Conservation District at 378-6621.  

Check http://www.rusticcopper.com/Boneyard.htm to see Consignment Treasures' 
updated lists and photos of used appliances, building materials, furniture and more, 
available on San Juan Island. 

On January 27, 2004, the San Juan Board of County Commissioners declared the entire 
county a Marine Stewardship Area (MSA)...with the overall goal of protecting the unique 
and valuable marine resources of the San Juan Islands to allow for sustainable use. The 
Marine Resources Committee invites you to celebrate the 2nd anniversary of the MSA 
Initiative and the 10th year of the MRC on January 28, 2006. Envision Stewardship 
events will be showcased on all the Islands throughout January, designated as Marine 
Stewardship Month; images, sights, and sounds will help celebrate our marine 
environment. More news later ... see http://www.sjcmrc.org

The fluctuating populations of the Southern Resident Orcas are now federally-designated 
as an endangered species. Additional conservation of the icon of the Pacific NW and of 
the San Juan Islands will include a recovery plan and critical habitat designations.  Issues 
of concern for conservation are impacts from chemical pollution, boat traffic, Navy sonar 
experimentation, and depletion of salmon.  
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Do you have electronic waste?  You can participate in a recycling/reuse collection event 
of e-waste being planned for spring '06 by Public Works and InterConnection of Seattle.  
The non-profit accepts most electronic equipment (CPUs, monitors, printers, scanners, 
TVs, cellphones) at minimal charge and sends refabricated computers to developing 
countries.  Learn more about InterConnection's mission at 
http://www.InterConnection.org. Islanders can contact helenv@sjcpublicworks.org  to list 
their unwanted electronics for a future collection effort.  

Some 5th grade students at Friday Harbor Elementary School are working with teacher, 
Janelle Teasdale, to establish a composting program. Using a ComposTumbler for some 
of the cafeteria waste and weeds from their vegetable garden, the school is creating 
compost that has a nice sweet earthy smell which is pleasantly surpising to some of the 
students.  The finished compost will be used on the school's garden next spring.? ? ? ? ? ? 
? 

"One of the best things we can do for birds (and other wildlife) is to build brush piles 
(away from your house)." Janet Hall, WSU Waste Watch Coordinator, at a November 
compost workshop on San Juan Island, sponsored by WSU Extension's Master Gardeners 
Program and SJC Public Works. 25 EarthMachine composters were distributed to 
participants at low cost. (Let us know if you could help SJC set up a workshop on your 
island!) 

"We need a new system of values that recognizes the organic unity of humankind and 
nature and that promotes the ethic of global responsibility." Mikhail Gorbachev, 
President of Green Cross International 

"SHIFT HAPPENS" http://www.globalgreen.org

"Good Newz" reports on global, national, and local efforts. We welcome your input and 
suggestions for improving the newsletter. Contact helenv@sjcpublicworks.org to share 
your news. To "unsubscribe" from this mailing list, reply to this email. Please forward 
"Good Newz" to anyone who might be interested in sustainability.  

"Good Newz" hopes to spark enthusiasm in the concept of sustainability, providing a 
format for the collection and dissemination of new ideas, practices, and products that 
promote sustainability, particularly in the San Juan Islands. We also hope to acknowledge 
existing efforts by local individuals, organizations, agencies, and businesses that support 
sustainability, including waste reduction. 

Helen Venada, 12/05  
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