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Adam Zack

From: Simpson, William (COM) <william.simpson@commerce.wa.gov>
Sent: Thursday, December 12, 2019 10:00 AM
To: Adam Zack
Cc: Guida, Eric (COM); Smith, Valerie (COM)
Subject: RE: more information on Employment Forecasting
Attachments: 2019-11-18_LCA_Com_Ind_methodology (002) WS Comments.docx

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the 
sender and know the content is safe. 

Hi Adam, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to review the County’s methodology and provide feedback.  In general, I thought it was 
an excellent document and clarifies the assumptions and process by which the County will consider capacity for 
employment growth.  This is a more detailed and nuanced analysis than I often see in Eastern Washington, and the type 
of approach Commerce recommends to appropriately size UGAs and develop a strong foundation for economic 
development in local communities. 
 
I’ve added a few comments and made a couple minor revisions to the first page of the paper.  If you have questions or 
want to schedule a follow-up discussion feel free to give me a call or set up a time to talk next week.   
 
Regards, 
 
-Will 
 
William Simpson, AICP 
Senior Planner, Growth Management Services 
Local Government Division 
Office and Mobile: 509-280-3602 
 
Washington State Department of Commerce 
10 N. Post Suite 445, Spokane, WA 99201 
www.commerce.wa.gov  
Follow us @WAStateCommerce 
 
Learn why you should Choose Washington 
 

From: Adam Zack <adamz@sanjuanco.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, November 19, 2019 8:25 AM 
To: Smith, Valerie (COM) <valerie.smith@commerce.wa.gov> 
Cc: Simpson, William (COM) <william.simpson@commerce.wa.gov>; Guida, Eric (COM) <eric.guida@commerce.wa.gov> 
Subject: RE: more information on Employment Forecasting 
 
Dear Valerie Smith and Will Simpson, 
 
Thank you for sending that information about Island County’s Land Capacity Analysis.  After reviewing what you sent, I 
developed the attached draft methodology for comparing commercial land capacity, population growth, and 
employment.  
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Will you please review the attached methodology and let me know if there are any recommended improvements by 
December 19?  The steps of the methodology are on pages one through six.  The remainder of the document is 
additional background employment and demographic information, which probably does not require your review.     
 
Please let me know if you need any other information.  Your assistance is greatly appreciated. 
 
Thanks, 
Adam Zack 
Planner III 
Department of Community Development 
San Juan County, WA 
360-370-7580 
adamz@sanjuanco.com 
NOTICE:  All emails, and attachments, sent to and from San Juan County are public records and may be subject to 
disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act, Chapter 42.56 RCW.     
 
 
 

From: Smith, Valerie (COM) <valerie.smith@commerce.wa.gov>  
Sent: Monday, October 28, 2019 11:29 AM 
To: Adam Zack <adamz@sanjuanco.com> 
Cc: Simpson, William (COM) <william.simpson@commerce.wa.gov>; Guida, Eric (COM) <eric.guida@commerce.wa.gov> 
Subject: more information on Employment Forecasting 
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the 
sender and know the content is safe. 

Good morning Adam,  
 
I checked-in with Will on your questions about calculating employment forecasts.  In addition to the resources I already 
mentioned, Will suggested the WAC for more guidance: https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=365-196-310 
(WAC 365-196-310) 
 
And, Will also worked for Island County during the time they established their current methodology for calculating 
employment forecasts for their 2016 Comp Plan, and would be able to answer specific questions after you had a chance 
to review the following: https://www.islandcountywa.gov/Planning/2016CompPlan/2016_Appendix-B.pdf  
 
Here’s his contact information: 

William Simpson, AICP 
Senior Planner, Growth Management Services 
Local Government Division 
Office and Mobile: 509-280-3602 
william.simpson@commerce.wa.gov 

 
 
 
 
Valerie Smith, AICP  
Senior Planner, Growth Management Services  
Local Government Division 
Office: 360.725.3062 
Mobile: 360.259.0487 
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Washington State Department of Commerce  
1011 Plum Street SE, Olympia, WA. 98504  
www.commerce.wa.gov  
Follow us @WAStateCommerce 
 
Valerie Smith’s hours are Monday – Thursday, 7:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
 
Help us ensure Everyone Counts in 2020 
Take The Census! 

 

 

 
 












