
Parks and Fair Department

Preliminary Budget 2020 & 2021 

PRESENTED TO SAN JUAN COUNTY COUNCIL OCTOBER 21, 2019

DONA WUTHNOW, DIRECTOR 

JENNIFER ALLEN, FAIR & EVENTS MANAGER



Presentation Overview

ÅBig Picture View

Å2020/2021 Status Quo and Preliminary Budget

ÅProgram Changes

ÅSolutions and Ideas

ÅImportant Program Details

ÅDepartment Requests



Department Staff

Not Pictured Seasonal Staff: Tom Snowden, Lopez Park Aide I / Del Guenther, Lopez Park Aide II / Jillian Urbach, San Juan Park A ide I

Patricia Bolding, San Juan Park Aide II / Tim Dustrude Fairgrounds Park Aide / Fair Event Staff

David St. George, Mgr.         Joseph Ingman, Asst. Mgr.

Toby Haskett, Mgr.           Luke Praschack, Asst. Mgr.

Katie McLane, Mgr .

Matthew Waite, FMW

San Juan Island

Lopez IslandShaw Island

Left to Right: Adrienne Bourne, Program Coordinator / Dona Wuthnow, Director
Alice Hibberd, Administrative Asst. II / Kathryn Hansen, Administrative Asst. IV 

Jennifer Allen, Fairground & Events Mgr.

Regular staff accumulated experience with SJC Parks & Fair: 96 years!



Outdoor 
Recreation
National Trends

Ɂ3ÏÌɯtotal number of camping households in the 
U.S. is now estimated at more than 77 million 
households, having grown by more than 6 
million since 2014ȭɂ

*2018 North American Camping Report 

Poll conducted by the National Recreation and Park Association

https://www.nrpa.org/


Outdoor Recreation  
Washington State

WA State Annual Consumer Spending 

on Outdoor Recreation 

$21.6 Billion

Statewide Goals and Priorities:

ÅSustain and Grow the 

legacy of Parks, Trails and 

Conservation Lands

ÅImprove Equity 

ÅGet Youth Outside

ÅPlan for Culturally 

Relevant Parks & Trails to 

Meet Changing 

Demographics

ÅAssert Recreation and 

Conservation as Vital 

Public Service

Excerpts from WA State Outdoor Recreation Comprehensive Plan



San Juan County 
Community 

ÅParks, Trails, Natural Areas and Non -motorized 
Transportation Plan 2017 -2022 Core Values :

Å Quality of Life :  We value the role parks, trails, and natural 
areas play in maintaining the health and well -being of our 
community.

Å Accessibility :  We value creating, enhancing, and expanding 
opportunities for the community to access our parks, trails, and 
natural areas and for non-motorized transportation throughout 
the County. 

Å Natural Integrity :  We value maintaining and protecting robust 
ecosystem processes and structure, and biodiversity across our 
unique island environment. 

Å Stewardship :  We value being responsible stewards of the 
natural environment and providing well maintained facilities 
and spaces for current and future generations to enjoy. 

Å Sustainability :  We value taking a sustainable approach to 
operations and facility development that provides adequate 
funding to meet community needs while protecting the integrity 
of our natural resources. 

PTNA 2037 Vision : We envision an 
interconnected integrated system of 
parks, trails, natural areas and non-
motorized transportation that provides 
easy access to the water and natural areas; 
facilitates safe, non-motorized travel 
throughout the community; celebrates 
island culture, character, and a healthy 
environment; and is delivered through 
well -funded, efficient county programs 
and innovative partnerships. 



Fairs 
6ÈÚÏÐÕÎÛÖÕɀÚɯ
Largest Classroom

What drives the State funding from WSDA Fairs Program?

Å WA Fairs economic Impact Report, 2006,created the foundation 
and reasons to continue receiving the full balance of the Fair 
Fund.
* Department of Revenue preparing report for Legislature 
documenting sales tax generated by Fairs, 2019

Å Promotes the Washington State Common Core learning 
standards, which emphasize critical -thinking, problem -solving, 
and analytical skills that are required for success in college, 
career, and life.
*Utilized by youth exhibitors

Å Provide a venue for communities to show off their unique 
ÏÈÉÐÛÚɯÈÕËɯÛÈÓÌÕÛÚȰɯ×ÙÖÝÐËÐÕÎɯÈÕɯÌß×ÙÌÚÚÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÜÕÛàɀÚɯ
personality 
*Washington Fairs typically attract visitors from within a 2 -3 
hour drive.  Less than 10% of state residents live with in this 
distance to the SJC Fair
*The Fair helps retain local money that might otherwise be 
spent out of county
*More than a third of 2018 Fairgrounds Master Plan survey 
respondents said they spend over $100.00 when attending the 
Fair 



2019
San Juan County Fair 

The State Judge from the WSFA came to 
the Fair on Thursday August 16 th.  The 

Black and White award was given to the 
Main Exhibit Hall and Management.

A special thank you to all the 
Superintendents that provided 

educational & interactive materials to the 
public and did a fantastic job displaying 

the exhibits.

Ɂ(ɯÊÖÔ×ÓÐÔÌÕÛɯàÖÜɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÔÈÕàɯ
outstanding activities that were going on 

during the fair.  Your fair is a model 
ÍÈÔÐÓàɯÍÈÐÙȭɂɯ1ÖÕÈÓËɯ"ÙÈÞÍÖÙËȮɯɯ

State Fairs Commissioner

2019 Poster Artist: Jessie Carter-McDonald
With her heart and mind filled with a love of history, illustration and mystery Jessie took 
on the task of solving the riddle of the theme through illustration.  
Ɂ(ɯÏÈÝÌɯÈɯÓÖÝÌɯÈÍÍÈÐÙɯÞÐÛÏɯÚÔÈÓÓɯÊÖÜÕÛàɯÍÈÐÙÚɯÈÕËɯÈÓÓɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÏÐÚÛÖÙàȮɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɯÈÕËɯÔÈÎÐÊɯ
that they bring to those who visit.  From the rides and events all lit and garishly painted, 
to the animals, carnival food, local art and the history that is apparent in all of the exhibits 
ÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯÔÌÌÛÐÕÎɯÖÍɯÖÓËɯÍÙÐÌÕËÚɯÈÕËɯÕÌÞȮɯÏÖÞɯÖÕÌɯÞÖÜÓËɯÕÖÛɯÍÈÓÓɯÐÕɯÓÖÝÌȭɂ

The Fair is judged on a bi-annual 
basis, to standards set by the state.
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