


WHEREAS, the "Stay Home -Stay Healthy" approach was replaced effective June 1, 

2020 with the "Safe Start-Stay Healthy" adopted in Governor Proclamation 20-25.4 and which 
may be amended in the future from time to time (the plan as it now exists or may later be 
amended is referred to as the "Safe Start Plan"); 

WHEREAS, San Juan County moved from Phase 1 to Phase 2 of the Safe Start Plan on 
May 23, 2020, and may apply to move to Phase 3 of the Safe Start Plan; 

WHEREAS, the two primary sources of transmission of COVID-19 are surface contact 
and respiratory transmission from infected individuals; 

WHEREAS, a lack of social distancing was observed at playgrounds and parks 
throughout San Juan County prior to the issuance San Juan County Health Officer Order No. 
2020-1; 

WHEREAS, playgrounds and playground equipment are intended to be used and 
touched by children, often in close proximity to one another, in an environment that is not 
conducive to frequent hand washing by users nor cleaning and disinfecting of equipment 
between uses, and thus their use poses a risk of transmission through both surface contact and 
respiratory transmission; 

WHEREAS, San Juan County Health Officer Order 2020-3 as amended by Order 2020-5 
adopted local restrictions regarding playgrounds and playground equipment which are to phase 
out when the County moves to Phase 3 of the Safe Start Plan, at which time further opening of 
recreational facilities and the resumption of non-essential travel for all but high-risk individuals 
will be allowed; 

WHEREAS, health measures now in place and capacity improvements made within San 
Juan County and around the region have improved the ability of the County and its partners to 
respond to new cases of COVID-19 in the County; 

WHEREAS, increasing the number of individuals being tested for COVID-19 is vital to 
identify the incidence of disease in our community and to facilitate prompt case identification, 
contact tracing, isolation, and quarantine to prevent adclitional cases; 

WHEREAS, ongoing sentinel testing of asymptomatic essential workers for COVID-19 
is paramount to San Juan County's case identification and case prevention efforts; 

WHEREAS, the provisions of Health Officer Order 2020-3 regarding playgrounds and 
playground equipment should be modified to reflect that they will be effective during any time 
that San Juan County is in Phase 1 or Phase 2 of the Safe Start Plan; 

WHEREAS, the provisions of Health Officer Order 2020-3 should be modified to clarify 
that playgrounds and playground equipment that are not open and available to the public, such as 
those at day care facilities, are not subject to the order; 
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This order is effective immediately and shall remain in effect until the conclusion of 
the state of emergency declared by San Juan County Resolution No. 08-2020. 

DATED this I� day of 0U "t't , 20� at J ti}-

���� 
FRANK JAMES, M.D. 
SAN JUAN COUNTY HEAL TH OFFICER 

am/� 

Page 4 of 4 


