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SAN JUAN COUNTY 
RESPONSE TO SHORELINE INVENTORY REPORT 
See: http://sarquanco.com/CDP/docs/SMP/SJC  Shoreline Inventory and Characterization 
Report_January 2012 Final.pdf 
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Henry Island 
TPN 462250003 

Attachment A 

Bryan and Deanna Sires own TPN 462250003 which is located on Henry Island along 
the shoreline of Roche Harbor. 	Review of the San Juan County 2012 Shoreline 
Inventory and Characterization maps identify several environmental characterizations 
that do not accurately define this property. These items are as follows. 

1. Map 9A does not recognize this property's shared use of a dock identified on TPN 
462250004. (Please see the attached photographs.) 

2. Map 12A indicates the property is located in a Zone A FEMA Flood Plain. There has 
been no history or evidence of this property ever experiencing flooding. This 
property is a medium bank shoreline with no area to flood since the entire lot slopes 
from the rear property line to the shoreline. 

3. Map 13A shows the site as being classified as a feeder bluff including a drift cell. A 
feeder bluff is an eroding shoreline bank consisting mostly of soils, which slough off 
from 	time 	to 	time 	"feeding" 	(providing 	sediment/nourishment) 	to 	the 	beach 
below. 	This shoreline is also considered a "left-to-right" drift cell. 	A drift cell is an 
area where beach sand and sediments shift with the tides changing the topography 
and geological character of the shoreline. 

The shoreline along this property consists mostly of bedrock with areas of exposed 
soils. The west bank is solid bedrock which transitions further east into a feeder 
bluff. As far as the land being a drift cell there has never been any noticeable shift of 
beach materials from season to season or even from year to year on this property. 
Therefore, it is unlikely that this area is a drift cell. 

4. On Map 19A, the shoreline is being classified as an estuarine emergent wetland. 
However, there is no wetland or estuary on this property. 

5. Map 22A shows that the shoreline is considered an "estuarine zone." "Estuarine" is 
defined as "those areas that are partially protected from marine circulation and 
waves and possess some amount of freshwater input." 

This property is located on Roche Harbor which is somewhat protected from wave 
action but there is no fresh water influence on Roche Harbor and plenty of marine 
circulation to not classify this site as being within an "estuarine zone." 
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6. This property has not been identified as "potentially non-conforming" on Map 35A 
because 	existing 	development 	is 	consistent 	with 	the 	current 	development 
regulations of the San Juan County Shoreline Master Program. However, due to the 
potential for the residence to become non-conforming with the pending update to the 
SMP (primarily changes to residential setback regulations) the property owners are 
providing pictures to document potential future non-conformity to assure continued 
use of their land. 	. 
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