
San Juan County Health & 

Community Services

Homeowner On-Site Sewage 
System Inspection Certification 

Workshop

Please sign in, pick up your package, sit 
down and review your packet while waiting for 

the class to begin. 



Why Inspect?

ÅTo identify failing septic systems, prevent 

future failures, and avoid costly repairs.

ÅFailing septic systems pollute aquifers and 

marine and fresh surface waters and are a 

public health threat.

ÅThe septic system is your most expensive 

home appliance.  A failed septic system 

can cost over 20k dollars to replace. 



San Juan County O.S.S. Operation 

and Maintenance Plan

ÅAll septic systems (i.e. gravity, pressure, aerobic, etcé) 
need to be inspected beginning in 2009

ÅConventional gravity systems need to be inspected every 
three years.

ÅAlternative systems are required to be inspected annually 
(pressure distribution, mound, sand filter).

ÅAll on-site sewage systems located in designated 
sensitive areas (shellfish growing areas) are required to 
be inspected annually regardless of the type of system.

ÅAerobic treatment units (i.e. Whitewater, Multi-flo, & 
Nyadic) and proprietary systems (i.e. Advantex) are also 
required to be inspected annually but are not covered by 
this workshop. Contact your septic system designer to 
obtain information on being certified to inspect. 



Westcott Bay designated sensitive area in olive green.











HOMEOWNER TRAINING

ÅYou may only inspect systems on property 

that you own (allowances are made for 

certain family members).

ÅLet us know if you have more than one 

parcel with a septic system.

ÅThere is a $25.00 filing fee due with each 

inspection report.



VERIFICATION OF INSPECTIONS

ÅRequired prior to obtaining a building 

permit.

ÅRequired at time of sale of property.



Homeowner Requirements

ÅO&M Program to be implemented in 2009.

ÅHomeowners are required to submit an 
inspection report for their septic system(s) in 
2009 regardless of the type of system.

ÅCommunity systems require a licensed waste 
water inspector to inspect the system. Certified 
homeowners can inspect their own septic tank,  
but the inspection must be review by the 
licensed professional who is required to inspect 
the rest of the system.


















